Progression Guidance: Grammatical Knowledge through the Primary School
This is a guidance document. It complements the new National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Key Stages 1 and 2. It is not intended to constrain or restrict teachers’ creativity. Within each stage, schools have the flexibility to introduce content earlier or later than suggested. 
(Words in bold font indicate suggested terminology to be shared with children at each stage.) 
	Year group
	Knowledge and skills: awareness, sentence construction and punctuation



	Year 5
	· Improve skills in organisation of logical paragraphs;
· use connectives more effectively to link sentences and paragraphs, to improve fluency of writing and cohesion of the whole piece (sticking together);
· play with sentence order, exploring how changes affect the reader;
· use punctuation  accurately in complex sentences; use a comma to clarify meaning;
· regularly investigate main clauses and subordinate clauses within sentences;
· confidently identify sentences which are statements, questions or commands;

· quickly identify a clause or phrase (a phrase has no verb);

· introduce the idea that a relative clause begins with: who, which, where, why, that, whose

· regularly use the term word classes when discussing nouns, adjectives etc;

· convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes e.g. ate, ise, ify;

· introduce modal verbs which indicate the degree of possibility e.g. might, should, will, or must. Also identify adverbs such as ‘perhaps’ or ‘surely’;

· link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials e.g. later, nearby, secondly;
· use the term imperative verb when reading/writing instructions;
· introduce the idea of an active or passive verb in a sentence, e.g. Dad took our photographs. Our photographs were taken.

· discuss terms of layout, such as table, textbox, bullet point, sub-heading;

· revise the term determiner when referring to ‘a, an, the, this, that or those’; mention that the words ‘a’ and ‘an’ are also called indefinite articles and ‘the’ is a definite article. These words (a, an, the) are determiners and articles.

· consider how prefixes are added to verbs to change their meaning, e.g. dis_ de_ mis_ over_ and re_ ; discover; detoxify; misunderstand; overtake;
· change nouns or adjectives into verbs by adding suffixes e.g. _ate, _ise, _ify; generation – generate; intense – intensify; category – categorise; 

· introduce the concept of ‘ambiguity’ when a question is left in the air
· introduce the idea of the future tense; will be going, shall dine;
· reiterate the importance of subject/verb agreement; I am, you are, we were; I did, you did, they did; I was, you were, he was, they were; 
· develop confidence to identify a preposition within a sentence;
· use the term parenthesis for an embedded clause of extra information; become familiar with ways to punctuate this using commas, brackets or dashes;
· become familiar with the term apostrophe for possession for singular and plural nouns; introduce more problematic apostrophes for some collective nouns, e.g. the children’s coats; the firemen’s engine; the women’s club;

· develop confidence to identify reported speech (indirect) and direct speech; e.g. James said that he didn’t want to join in; James said, “I don’t want to join in.”
· use a colon before a list (e.g. of ingredients in baking) or before speech;
· use the term antonym for words which are opposite in meaning; 
· avoid double negatives; know that neither correlates with nor, and either with or;
· know the term Standard English;

· use a dictionary and thesaurus to define words and to collect a variety of words to support writing;

	Year 6
	· Improve range of connectives to give writing fluency and cohesion: e.g. using adverbials such as ‘on the other hand; in contrast; as a consequence of this;
· ensure correct identification of the main clause and subordinate clause in a sentence; explore different order in own writing; discuss effect of changes;
· quickly identify statements, questions and commands, and punctuate correctly;

· know that relative clauses begin with who, which, where etc;

· readily identify the passive voice: e.g. The window in the greenhouse was broken (as distinct from the active.)
· use expanded noun phrases in writing, to convey precise information: e.g. The horse which jumped over the fence won the race;
· develop confidence to recognise and use adverbials which link ideas across sentences and paragraphs;

· confidently identify the past, present and future tense within texts;
· be able to select powerful and effective verbs when writing;
· revise the term modal verbs to indicate degree of possibility: might, should, will etc; 

· confidently use the term synonym for words which are similar in meaning: thin, slim; and antonym for words which are opposite in meaning;
· know the meaning of preposition and be able to identify these in texts;
· recognise a parenthesis within a sentence (embedded clause) and know how to punctuate this accurately, with commas, dashes or brackets;
· show how the hyphen can be used to avoid ambiguity: e.g. man eating shark versus man-eating shark; little, used car versus little-used car;
· revise identification of direct speech and reported/indirect speech; use accurately in independent writing;
· use the semi-colon to mark a bigger pause than a comma, separating two sentences which are closely linked in context: e.g. The journey was very long; we all fell asleep.
· show also that a semi-colon can divide long items in a list;

· revise use of the colon before a list. Introduce the colon as indicating a reveal: e.g. I knew her secret: she was a ghost!

· show that an ellipsis is the omission  of a word or phrase which is expected and predictable, e.g. Jack waved to Kelly and (he) watched her walk away.

· use a dictionary and thesaurus with confidence to define new words and to support the collection of a wide variety of words to support writing;
· be able to identify formal and informal styles; begin to be able to use formal Standard English;
· achieve competence in subject/verb agreement, both in speech and in writing e.g. we were; they were; I did; 
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